Chapter   VI
BYRON

A A MATTER of fact, if he had stayed in
politics, he would have found it hard to give
his mind to them. Since 1809 the disturbing
elements in his married life had steadily intensified,
till now in 1812 they had burst out in a storm that was
deafening London. While William was hobnobbing
with the Canningites, Caroline had also found new
interests. Since the role of wife had proved an inade-
quate vehicle for her dreams, she turned to other
fields. Her first activities were social; it might be
pleasant to be the centre of an intellectual circle. She
never had any difficulty in attracting people, when she
wanted to. Within a short time she was the friend of
most of those men of letters who were sufficiently
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